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Dame Julia, right, with Jessica Hillier, nine, Imogen Whitworth-Morrell, 10 and Kaiden Conner Walsh, nine

Pride In our
youngsters’
social work

By Michael Holm

michael holmesy .00.LK

@MisaGaratte

Young people spoke of their
hopesforthe future duringa
talk with Dame Julia Clever-
don at a North Shore school.

Dame Julia, 68, visited
Westminster Primary Acad-
emy for “a conversation
about what it is like growing
up in Blackpool, their op-
portunities, and their aspi-
rations”, headteacher Roger

chairman of the Claremont
Steering Committee, part of
the Blackpool Pride of Place
Partnership, and co-found-
ed social movement ziwill,
heard how young people get
involved in the community.
She said: “If you want
young people to care about
others, you have to get them
thinking about this stuffear-
ly on. Westminsterissuchan
excellent environment. They
have challenges but they do
a fantastic job of getting
young people involved in the

Farleysaid. community.”

He added: “Chil- = Duringhervisiton
dren and young . Monday, sheheard
people from . how youngsters
Westminster, - have read-
Blackpool AR a\ ing buddies,
Sixth Form N singina jun-

- : ior choir for

College, and
the Black-
pool FC Com-
munity Trust
attended and
gave their views,
haopes for the future,
andtold howtheyengaged
with the local community.”
Dame Julia (inset), who is

the elderly,
tell jokes to
cheer up their
friends, and be-
come anti-bully-
ingambassadors.
They described their
biggest current issues as
transport, mental health,

and employability.

The Blackpool Pride of
Place Partnership is made
up people from the private,
public, and voluntary sector,
including Merlin Entertain-
ments, Beaverbrooks, Dan-
bro, Big Lottery, Blackpool
Council and the Lancashire
Enterprise Partnership.

Pride of Place wants to make
10,000jobs and growthe
economy by £1bn by 2030.

Dame Julia’s

She was made CBE in 1996,
CV0in 2002, and DCVO in
2008!




